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Critical Contractor Information
Please Read
Installation and Handling for one piece Units

This booklet of information is intended to facilitate the proper handling and installation of one
piece units. Compliance with the instructions will greatly reduce installation time, job site
stress, errors leading to the need of costly re-work or repair, and the possibility of job site damage.

Important Note: Failure to follow these procedures will void
the Manufacturer’s Warranty on this product.

The following topics will be covered in this installation booklet:

1. Installation Summary . ... ... ... Page 2
Acrylic Installation
A) Storage of Units ... ... Page 3
B) Acrylic Framing and Shimming . .. ........ ... Page 4
C) 2”Barrier-Free Framingand Recess . ...... ... Page 5
D) B/47 Barrier-Free . ... .. Page 6
E) Bracing and Floor Support Information .. ..... ... ... ... . ... ... L. Page 7
F) Grouting of the FIoOr . . .. ... Page 8
G) Acrylic Edge Detail . ....... .. . Pages 9, 10, & 11
H) Block Wall Installation . ......... .. . e Page 12
I)  Acrylic Open-Top (A6000 OT & S4136 OT) . . . ...ttt Page 13
3. Gelcoat Installation
A) Storage of Units . .. ... Page 14
B) Framing of Gelcoat Units, Curtain Rod Information, Dry Wall Detail,
and Shimming Information . . . .. ... ... . . . Page 15
C) 2”Barrier-Free Gelcoat Information .. ... .. ... . . . . . . Page 16
D) Modified Threshold Gelcoat Barrier-Free Units . . . .. ............. ... .. ... .... Page 17
E) Bracing of the Floor for Gelcoat Units .. . ... ... ... .. . . . . .. Page 18
F) Groutingofthe Floor . .. ... .. . . Page 19
G) Two-Piece and Three-Piece Installation Instructions . . .......... ... ... ........ Page 20
5. Semi-permanent Threshold and Collapsible Water Retainer .......... Pages 21, 22, 23 & 24
6. Care & Cleaning Information for both Acrylic and Gelcoat Units ... .............. Page 25
7. Aquarius Warranty for both Acrylicand Gelcoat ... ........................... Page 26
8.  Precautionary notes pertaining to plumbing and customer supplied plumbing products . .Page 26

Note: ADA & Accessible Shower products with a threshold of less than 2”, should not rest on their drain
during storage. Resting on the drain will cause drainage problems. Please store the units such that

they are not resting on their drains. Units may be placed face down as long as they are still enclosed

in their box and are kept stationary. The units may be stored upright if scrap pieces of 2 x 4 are

placed under each corner, thus keeping the weight of the unit from resting on the drain opening.

Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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Installation Instructions

Since the units are of one-piece construction, the drain and connections cannot be made
by reaching over the end of the unit. Before installation of the unit, it will be necessary
to provide an access through which the connections can be made.

1.

2.

9.

Complete framing. Always have a framing member behind each flange.
Make sure framing is plumb and square.

A 5” diameter opening in the floor should be provided for all units to permit
clearance for 2” IPS and drain. Other avenues must be taken on barrier free units.
This is noted in the barrier free installation instructions.

Locate supply lines and shower head; mark on back (reinforced surface) of unit.
After rechecking marks, drill va” pilot holes.

Place cardboard inside of the unit as a mat while working inside of unit. Working
from inside of finished side of unit, using proper hole saw, cut holes for supply lines
and shower head.

Set unit into framed opening by standing it upright and carrying it in. On gelcoat
units with curtain rods, refer to gelcoat curtain rod installation.

Plumb unit in two directions. Shim if necessary. After shimming, make sure bottom
support at base of unit is firmly supported against the floor, using shims (nailed to
prevent shifting) if necessary. ALL BARRIER FREE UNITS MUST BE SET IN
GROUT. SEE BARRIER FREE INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS.

For gelcoat units drill holes in mounting flange approximately 8” apart and secure to
framing with self tapping dry wall screws. For acrylic units, holes are pre-drilled in
the flanges, screw through these holes to the frame area with 6D galvanized screws.

Make connections to supply and drain lines, caulking as necessary.

10. Check for leaks before installing drywall and closing off plumbing access.

CAUTION: DO NOT DRIVE NAILS THROUGH THE FLANGES. THE
FLANGE COULD BREAK.

DO NOT STORE MATERIALS INSIDE OF THE SHOWER UNIT,

THIS COULD CAUSE DAMAGE.

Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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STORAGE AND HANDLING
OF
AQUARIUS ACRYLIC UNITS

1. Most handling damage is the result of impact blows to the back side of the fiberglass reinforcement.

2. Stress cracks can develop when shipping boards are removed before unit is positioned for final
installation in bathroom.

3. Placing objects inside of tub can cause scratches, abrasions or nicks to the acrylic surface.

4. Storing units outside right-side up can cause the sunlight to discolor the acrylic finish. Also, unit
becomes unstable and is easily knocked over by wind or bumping.

5. The back side of a fiberglass unit is not water proof. Unit must be stored so that water will drain off of
unit and not accumulate in any one spot. Water can permeate the back laminates and soak the glassed
in wood or cardboard supports causing bulges in the acrylic surface.

6. Never drag an acrylic unit on any surface. Always transport the unit by hand using (2) people or a two-
wheel dolly.

7. Never let an acrylic unit drop from any height, not even an inch.

8. Never clean the acrylic surface with metal tools of any kind, including razors.

** VERY IMPORTANT FOR MODIFIED THRESHOLD UNITS:

(

Placement
Modified threshold acrylic barrier free shower stalls: Any acarylic shower stall with less than a 2”
threshold has to be stored and installed with care. During storage this unit should not sit as it was received.
It should be stored either upside down resting on the top of the unit or with a 2” x 4” block of some other
type of material at each of the (4) points numbered above in the top view. Units having altered threshold
heights do not have wooden bottoms to reinforce the floors. By placing the unit on some type of block, the
drain will not rest on the floor. This will allow the draft of the floor to be maintained without the weight of
the shower unit pushing the drain upward. The block should only be placed at the outside corner edges of
the unit and should not be placed under the middle of the threshold. For installation instructions, refer to
modified threshold height acrylic unit installation. This procedure should only be used during storage and
not during installation. Some units may ship with a template under them. This template should stay in
place until the unit is to be installed.

E Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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ACRYLIC FRAMING INSTRUCTIONS

N /%’ | — NAILING HEADER
TS AT e
N SHOWER.

6'%6" SQUARE
FOR CONNECTING 4} A

DRAIN AREA

T

=

ACRYLIC FRAMING
FOR CORNER UNITS

NAIL HEADER IN PLACE
AFTER POSITIONING TUB

N

&\

STUD WALLS ARE PLACED
AFTER UNIT HAS BEEN SET

Installation, Storage

o

SHIMMING FOR ALL UNITS UPON INSTALLATION

SIDE VIEW
OF A SHOWER
OR TUB SHOWER

SIDE VIEW
OF A BARRIER FREE UNIT

Each manufactured unit is made with the intent of
being shimmed upon installation. This allows the

job site to compensate for any settling or slope

that could occur at the site floor. The shim should
be placed under the unit after it is put into

place and is being leveled. An adhesive should

be applied to the bottom of the shim to permanently

secure it in place when shimming on concrete.
When shimming on wooden floors, nail the shim

in place to prevent movement.
A minimum of two shims should be used on each unit

to ensure proper support and a solid base.

& Cleaning Guide E



Iinstal ati on Booklet 2.15.03 3/13/03 10:33 AM Page 6

IMPORTANT INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

2" THRESHOLD
SUBMITTAL DATA

- MULTI

FINISHED
FLOOR ' PURPOSE
THIN SET
. ( N ’
=
ngusn .
INSTALLATION
'SUB FLOOR
///
/ STUD
il /SHIM
| Q_ ‘4 4 / SUB FLOOR

7

AT THE TIME OF INSTALLATION, PREPARE THE PIT
IN WHICH THE UNIT WILL SIT BY POURING A VERY WET

MULTI PURPOSE THIN SET BED (APPLIED WITH

A 1/2" NOTCHED TROWEL) OF WHICH

THE PIT WALLS BECOME THE BOUNDARY. PLACE THE
UNIT ON TO THE MIX AND MAKE SURE THE

TUB SITS PLUMB AND FLUSH. THIS PROCEDURE WILL
ELIMINATE ANY VOIDS UNDER THE TUB. TOO MUCH
MIX COULD CAUSE THE FLOOR TO PUSH UPWARD
AND VIOLATE THE DRAINABILITY OF THE UNIT AS
WELL AS BOW THE THRESHOLD.

A UNIT WITH A 2" THRESHOLD MUST BE RECESSED

IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE FINISHED FLOOR TO

COME WITHIN 1/2" OF THE TOP OF THE THRESHOLD

ON ANY 36" BARRIER FREE (ADA) UNIT AND LEVEL

WITH THE TOP OF THE THRESHOLD ON ANY 60" BARRIER
FREE (ADA) UNIT. THE PIT DEPRESSION SHOULD BE
DEEP ENOUGH TO ALLOW FOR THE SPECIFIED FINISHED
FLOOR DETAIL AND THE PIT DIMENSIONS SHOULD ALLOW
FOR THE PLACEMENT OF THE UNIT INSIDE THE PIT.

]
o

Installation, Storage

& Cleaning

AREA THAT MAY HEE
10 BE FILLED

UniT
/ THRESHOLD

FINISHED
FLOOR

SUB FLOOR
AT THE JUNCTURE OF THE THRESHOLD
AND THE FINISHED FLOOR, IT MAY BE
NECESSARY TO APPLY A RESILIENT
YPE CAULKING TO FILL ANY VOID.

IT IS ADVISED THAT ALL
BARRIER FREE UNITS SHOULD
BE DESIGNED WITH AN OUTSIDE
FLOOR DRAIN TO CATCH ANY
OVERSPRAY OF WATER

THAT MAY ESCAPE THE UNIT.

Guide
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IMPORTANT ACRYLIC

INSTALLATION

INSTRUCTIONS

3/4” THRESHOLD

FINISHED
FLOOR

STUD

&
I a
T

‘ SHIM
/" >7'SuB

5/4
'!___‘» ) 4 FLOOR

.

AT THE TIME OF INSTALLATION, PREPARE THE INSTALLATION
AREA IN WHICH THE UNIT WILL SIT BY POURING A MULT!
PURPOSE THIN SET BED OF WHICH THE PIT WALLS BECOME
THE BOUNDARY. PLACE THE UNIT ON TO THE MIX AND MAKE
SURE THE TUB SITS PLUMB AND FLUSH. THIS PROCEDURE WILL
ELIMINATE ANY VOIDS UNDER THE TUB. TOO MUCH MIX

CAN CAUSE THE FLOOR TO PUSH UPWARD DURING THE CURE
AND VIOLATE THE DRAINAGE OF THE UNIT AS WELL AS BOW
THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNIT. (SEE BRACING INFORMATION)

4.

A UNIT WITH A 3/4" BARRIER FREE THRESHOLD MAY BE
RECESSED OR THE OUTSIDE FLOOR MAY BE BUILT

UP 1/4” IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE FINISHED FLOOR TO
COME WITHIN 1/2" OF THE TOP OF THE THRESHOLD ON
ANY 36" BARRIER FREE (ADA) UNIT AND LEVEL WITH

THE TOP OF THE THRESHOLD ON ANY 60" BARRIER

FREE (ADA) UNIT. THE PIT DEPRESSION SHOULD BE DEEP
ENOUGH TO ALLOW FOR THE SPECIFIED FINISHED FLOOR
DETAIL AND THE PIT DIMENSIONS SHOULD ALLOW FOR
THE PLACEMENT OF THE UNIT INSIDE THE PIT.

SU8 FLOOR
AT THE JUNCTURE OF THE THRESHOLD
AND THE FINISHED FLOOR, IT MAY BE
NECESSARY TO APPLY A RESILIENT
PE CAULKING TO FILL ANY VOID.

Installation,

Storage

UNIT DRAIN ARE

KT
CORE ORILLED OR L

FRAMED AREA ron\ AREA

DRAIN PULL

L

SUB

)

IN ORDER TO ENSURE PROPER DRAINING OF THE UNIT,
IT IS ADVISED TO A)CORE DRILL A DIAMETER OF 10" AND
A DEPTH OF 17 ON A CONCRETE SURFACE THAT IS
"PREFABBED” AROUND THE DRAIN PIPE OR

B) BOX OUT A DIAMETER OF 10" AND A DEPTH OF 1”

IN THE POURED SLAB AROUND THE DRAIN PIPE.

FOLLOWING THESE INSTRUCTIONS WILL ALLOW THE

FLOOR SURFACE OF THE UNIT TO MAINTAIN ITS DRAFT
AND ALLOW THE UNIT TO DRAIN PROPERLY.

THIS IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY TO ALLOW FOR THE DEPTH
OF THE DRAIN PULL THAT MAY GO BELOW THE BOTTOM OF
THE THRESHOLD OF THE UNIT.

IT IS ADVISED THAT ALL
BARRIER FREE UNITS SHOULD
BE DESIGNED WITH AN OUTSIDE
FLOOR DRAIN TO CATCH ANY
OVERSPRAY OF WATER

THAT MAY ESCAPE THE UNIT.

Guide
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PREPARATION OF THE
ACRYLIC UNIT FOR INSTALLATION

The barrier free special needs shower is a very sensitive unit to proper installation, therefore, it is very
important that the following procedures are followed during remaining installation process to create the
ideal barrier free access area. Prior to setting the preduct into the recessed pit, the pit must be prepared
with a multi purpose thin set applied with a 72" notched trowel. This mixture needs to be wet in order to fill
all areas under the base and flow with the draft of the base. When the pit has been prepared with the
mixture, set the unit into the recessed pit. After the unit has been set into the thin set, it must be braced
from the inside for 12-16 hours (until the mix is set) to insure proper drainage.

The following steps are proper procedure for the
placement of the brace:

PR |
'—'( | “W‘ \ 1. Measure the distance between the drain and the
i ceiling in the inside of the unit. The distance
| should be between 80 2" and 80 34".

i 2. Cut 2 x 4 members for the top and the bottom.
They should be 18" and 8" respectively.

3. Cuta 2 x4 member the distance between the

; top and bottom less the thickness of the two

it pieces cut for the top and bottom.

' 4. Place the brace in the unit with the members for

i the top and bottom on each end of it. The brace
with the ends should be a tight fit. In order to
protect the surface of the unit, please place a

g towel or other soft object between the wood and

the acrylic.

I 5. Level the unit in two directions, then attach the

’ unit to the framing using the pre-drilled holes in
the flanges. Check the floor for high spots that
would prevent proper drainage.

6. Check the threshold to ensure it remains flat. If
it has flexed upward, a brace should be placed
from the top of the unit to the bowed section to
hold it in place as the slurry cures.

7. Make the drain connection after the floor has
been braced.

8. Remove the bracing after the mix has cured and
check the floor for high spots.

Note: This unit is thoroughly tested in the

plant to ensure its ability to drain water.

Several tests are performed on each unit prior

to it leaving the factory and all modified

threshold units ship with a “false” bottom or
upside down to prevent the drain from sitting
on the floor. Failure to follow the above
handling and installation procedures may cause
improper drainage thus voiding the unit’s
warranty. Itis advised that all barrier free
units should be designed with an outside floor
drain to catch any overspray of water that may
escape the unit.

Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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FLODORING DETAIL

36"x 36 THRESHOLD 1/2° THROUGH 2*

IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH ADA STANDARDS,
USE A FLOORING MATERIAL TO BRING THE FINISHED
FLOOR HEIGHT WITHIN %’ OF THE UNIT THRESHOLD.

IN THE CASE OF A 2° TRESHOLD UNIT, A PIT WILL
HAVE TO BE PREPARED.

FINISH FLOOR }é 7/,,,
aOOhlythSsSsyAa LS

/—BATH UNIT /— FIBERGLASS AND RESIN BACKING

SUB FLOOR / MULTI PURPOSE
THIN SET

FLOORING DETAIL

60° BARRIER FREE

IN ORDER TO COMPLY WITH ADA STANDARDS,
THE BARRIER FREE 60’ SHOWER UNITS SHOULD BE PREPARED

SUCH THAT THE FINISHED FLODR WILL COME FLUSH WITH THE
TOP OF THE THRESHOLD. THE PIT SHOULD BE PREPARED AND
THE THICKNESS OF THE FINISH FLOORING TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION.

/—BATH UNIT / FIBERGLASS AND RESIN

FINISH FLOOR

A
.

B D R B

2 R TP
. .- E . L 4 e ) L : SR . . a4
. - - PREERE

st S T LT A e L AT PR T
T T PSR A I Rt
/ MULTI PURPUSE/
SUB FLODOR THIN SET
Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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Acrylic Edge Installation

—/

%

STUDS \
=17

SCREWS

[

ACRYLI

/ DRYWALL

AL LT LL L LT LTI L ///////A%

C FLANGE

—_—/—
STUDS \
% il E
YI/SAYYY. L A
\ ACRYLIC FLANGE

-

\ \ \ ACRYLIC FLANGE
DRYWALL FILLER £ J’ MOLD
DRYWALL L
S12 SELF TAPPING SCREW
(PREDRILL 7/64° HOLE)

Installation,
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DRYWALL INSTALLATION FOR CORNER ACRYLIC SHOWER UNITS

TOP VIEW
H 1836 SH

1/2" DRYWALL FILLER

[ PREDRILL 7/64" HOLE ]
S12 SELF TAPPING SCREW
OPTIONAL

"J" MOLD WHITE
SHEETROCK VINYL

TOP VIEW OF SIDE FLANGE DETAIL
OFFSET STUD METHOD

NAIL HEADER IN PLACE
AFTER POSITIONING TUB

SN

= (.

STUD WALLS ARE PLACED
AFTER UNIT HAS BEEN SET

MUST FINISH END
OF DRYWALL

Installation, Storage & Cleaning
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DRY WALL INSTRUCTIONS FO RECESSED RECEIVER ACRYLICS

2”x 4” STUDS
SHOWER UNIT
2X BLOCKING
SCREW SHOWER
UNIT TO
BLOCKING
-1 “~SEALANT
o /J BEAD
\ 1/2”
%% DRYWALL
RECESSED RECEIVER FLANGE INSTALLATION 1
_2”x 4” STUDS
SHOWER UNIT /
2X BLOCKING
1/2” DRYWALL
SEALANT SCREW SHOWER UNIT
TO BLOCKING

RECESSED RECEIVER FLANGE INSTALLATION 2

E Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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ACRYLIC UNITS

FRONT VIEW

INSTALLED

U TOP VIEW

1°_THICK VOOD TRIM
GROOVED 3/8° \

TUB FACE

o

—

e

CONCRETE VALL

TOP VIEW

IN CONCRETE

BLOCK

IAREA OF

lNSTALLATIDN-/
THAT VILL
INEED TRIM

CONCRETE
BLOCK WALL

ACRYLIC
FACING O
THE UNIT

AREA OF
INSTALLATION

THAT vu.L<l//_

NEED TRIM

CONCRETE
BLOCK WALL

WHEN PLACING THE ORDER, SPECIFY CONCRETE BLOCK WILL BE THE FRAMING MATERIAL.

[2]
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STORAGE AND HANDLING
OF
ONE PIECE GELCOAT UNITS

1. Most handling damage is the result of impact blows to the back side of the fiberglass units.

2. Stress cracks can develop when shipping boards are removed before unit is positioned for final
installation in bathroom.

3. Placing objects inside of tub can cause scratches, abrasions or nicks to the gelcoat surface.

4. Storing units outside right-side up can cause the sunlight to discolor the gelcoat finish. Also, unit
becomes unstable and is easily knocked over by wind or bumping.

5. The back side of a fiberglass unit is not water proof. Unit must be stored so that water will drain off of
unit and not accumulate in any one spot. Water can permeate the back laminates and soak the glassed
in wood or cardboard supports causing bulges in the gelcoat surface.

6. Never drag a fiberglass unit on any surface. Always transport the unit by hand using (2) people or a
two-wheel dolly.

7. Never let a fiberglass unit drop from any height, not even an inch.
8. Never clean fiberglass gelcoat surface with metal tools of any kind, including razors.

** VERY IMPORTANT FOR MODIFIED THRESHOLD UNITS:
FRONT VIEW

’//’( TOP VIEW

— THHM NORROL

= [
wr / @ @

Block
Placement

Modified threshold gelcoat barrier free shower stalls: Any gelcoat shower stall with less than a 2” threshold
has to be stored and installed with care. During storage this unit should not sit as it was received. It
should be stored with a 2” x 4” block of some other type of material at each of the (4) points numbered
above in the top view. Units having altered threshold heights do not have wooden bottoms to reinforce the
floors. By placing the unit on some type of block, the drain will not rest on the floor. This will allow the
draft of the floor to be maintained without the weight of the shower unit pushing the drain upward. The
block should only be placed at the outside corner edges of the unit and should not be placed under the
middle of the threshold. For installation instructions, refer to modified threshold height gelcoat unit
installation. This procedure should only be used during storage and not during installation. *Some units
may ship with a template under them to prevent the drain from resting on the floor. This should be remain
attached during storage and removed just before installation.

Installation, Storage & Cleaning Guide
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